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A 52-year promise to Americans 
who need care

• AARP Minnesota

• Allina Health

• American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

• American Heart Association

• Amherst H. Wilder Foundation

• AspireMN

• Care Providers

• Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis

• Catholic Health Association 

• Children’s Defense Fund – Minnesota 

• Children’s Minnesota

• Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare

• Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota 
and the Dakotas

• Leading Age Minnesota

• Living Well Disability Services 

• Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota

• Minnesota Aids Project

• Minnesota Association of Community Health Centers

• Minnesota Association of Community Mental Health 
Programs 

• Minnesota Brain Injury Alliance

• Minnesota Budget Project

• Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless

• Minnesota Consortium of Citizens with Disabilities

• Minnesota Council of Nonprofits

• Minnesota Hospital Association

• Minnesota Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

• Minnesota Social Service Association 

• NAMI Minnesota

• Portico Healthnet

• Rare Action Network of Minnesota

• SafetyNet Coalition

• St. David’s Center for Child and Family Development

• The Arc of Minnesota

• Volunteers of America of Minnesota and Wisconsin 

Why now?
• The American Health Care Act (AHCA), which passed the U.S. 

House in May, makes drastic changes to Medicaid. 

• The U.S. Senate bill, the Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA), 
which also restructures Medicaid, failed in July. The Budget 
Reconciliation (BR) used requires only a simple majority, and 
must be brought up before September 30th (SATURDAY!) or the 
BR expires. 

• The Graham-Cassidy bill makes extreme changes to Medicaid 
as well, and must pass this week. 

• Regardless of these proposals above, Medicaid will continue to 
need protection from proposals to weaken it through the 
federal budget process, tax reform, regulations and state 
waivers. 
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Honorable Members of the Minnesota Congressional 
Delegation:

The latest version of the federal healthcare bill would end 
the 52-year promise of Medicaid to be here for Americans 
when they need it most.

The undersigned 156 Minnesota organizations, represent 
tens of thousands of Minnesotans, including those who 
would be directly impacted - seniors, people with disabilities, 
children and families and low-income adults.

We ask you, again, please vote 'no' on the Cassidy-Graham-
Heller-Johnson federal healthcare bill.

Respectfully, the undersigned 158 Minnesota organizations:

Why Medicaid Matters

Our values – Children, families, people with disabilities, 
people living with mental illnesses, adults in poverty and 
older Americans should receive the treatment, medications, 
services and preventative care they need.

Our communities – More than one million Minnesotans, 
over one in five, are enrolled in Medicaid because they have 
a low-income or a disability. 

Our decision – Medicaid should be preserved as a pillar of 
America’s system of care, now and in the future. 
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What is Medicaid?
• Medicaid existed long before the ACA 

– Established 1965

• In Minnesota, Medicaid is called 
Medical Assistance and serves more 
than 1 million Minnesotans.

• Medicaid is an entitlement – if you 
qualify, you receive it.

• Medicaid is a federal-
state partnership to 
share in the costs

• Minnesota’s spending is 
matched 1:1

• The federal government 
covers 90% of the 
Medicaid Expansion.

Partnership

Who does Medicaid care for?

In the 3rd grade, Stewart began struggling with his mental health and 
schooling. After qualifying for Medicaid he could receive mental health 
services at school. By 5th grade his mental health had improved and he 
joined the gifted and talented program at his school. Medicaid helps 
make over 600,000 MN children mentally and physically healthier. 

Barbara suffers from Crohn's disease and used to give care to her son 
w/ autism. Her husband died when he was 62. Now, Medicaid covers 
the care she receives at her nursing home, as well as the ongoing care 
her 50 year old son receives. 1 in 2 nursing home residents in MN utilize 
Medicaid like Barbara.

Anna unexpectedly had twins, one of which was 
born with restricted airways. Medicaid meant 
that this surprise didn't result in her family's 
bankruptcy. Medicaid helps ease financial stress 
for 1 in every 2 American births.
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Medicaid does more than you think: 
• Nursing Home Care

• Mental Health

• Children’s Mental Health

• Chemical dependency tx

• Maternity Care

• Aging at Home

• Disabilities Services in School

• Primary Care

• Assisted Living Services

• Medical Equipment

• Home and Community Based 
Services 

• Communication devices
• Doctoral Residency Programs
• Medicaid Waivers

Medicaid in Minnesota: Population and Expenditures

$1.6b

$3b

$6.3b

200,000

690,000

180,000

Adults without children

Families with Children

65+ and People with
Disabilities

Enrollees MA Expenditures

Source: MN-DHS

$6.3 Billion 

$3.0 Billion 

• 200,000 non-disabled or elderly adults

• Earn up to $16,644 annually (less than $9/hour)

• 50,000 people receive behavioral health or chemical 
dependency treatment

• Veterans who are not eligible for the VA system

• People experiencing chronic conditions like 
diabetes or asthma

Who receives healthcare through Minnesota’s 
Medicaid Expansion? 

Source: MN-DHS
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Medicaid Expansion and Work

Minnesota
Share in working family 

85%

Share working themselves

73%

Snapshot of MN Impact
• Cottage Grove

• 35,630 Total Population 

• 4,425 on Medicaid/Medical 
Assistance 

• >12% of residents 

• South St. Paul

• 20,487 Total Population 

• 4,810 on Medicaid/Medical 
Assistance 

• >23% of residents 

• Hastings

• 22,566 Total Population 

• 3,765 on Medicaid/Medical 
Assistance

• 17% of residents  

• Over a million 
Minnesotans on 
Medicaid/Medical 
Assistance equals the 
populations of:

• Duluth
• Rochester
• Mankato
• St. Paul 
• Minneapolis

This is Medicaid: St. Cloud
Population: 65,842

Medicaid enrollment: 19,754 (30% of 
residents)

Facilities that serve Medicaid recipients:
• St. Cloud Hospital
• CentraCare
• VA Hospital
• Central Minnesota Mental Health Center
• St. Benedicts nursing home
• Talahi Nursing and Rehab
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Graham-Cassidy Proposal
• Ends Medicaid Expansion for 200,000 

Minnesotans (funding totally eliminated 
in 2016)

• Ends the 1:1 match, converting 
traditional Medicaid from a promise to 
per capita caps.

• Federal contribution drops 
dramatically – Minnesota is projected 
to lose over $13B over 10 years from 
2020-27, $82B by 2036, 34% 
reduction.

• Minnesota’s choices: pay for less service 
or cover fewer people reduce rates, 
draw funds from other state priorities, 
raise taxes.

Per Capita Caps

Minnesota Fares Worse Than Many 
States under a Per Capita Cap

• Minnesota receives a lower federal match compared to many 
other states; 

• Minnesota’s Medicaid program is more efficient and lower cost 
[Over the last 5 years, state saved over $1B in reforms – this sets 
us at lower spending in 2016; other savings in IHPs, etc.];

• Minnesota receives enhanced federal funding for expanding 
Medicaid; and 

• Minnesotans pay out more in federal taxes than are returned 
back to the state in federal services and spending. 

• Dollars would be redistributed to states that did not expand 
Medicaid, away from those that did expand.

• Some states receive immediate increases, all fare worse in the 
long run. 

DHS 3-21-2017 https://mn.gov/dhs/aca-repeal/

https://mn.gov/dhs/aca-repeal/
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Healthcare in September 
• Healthcare, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) 

Committee Hearings the first two weeks of 
September 

• Murray/Alexander Hearings on stabilizing the 
individual health care plan markets - stalled. 

• Cassidy-Graham-Heller-Johnson proposal 
picked up steam - must pass by September 30 
to use budget reconciliation tool. 

Where we stand today – GC proposal
9:07am, Tuesday, September 26th

• 51 votes needed to pass 
by September 30th

• 46 Democrats/2 
Independents – all 
VOTING NO

• 2 Republican NO Votes –
Senators Collins & 
McCain

• 1 Undeclared – Senator 
Lisa Murkowski 

• 2 wavering – Senator 
Rand Paul and Senator 
Ted Cruz 

• VP Pence can break the 
tie

It’s Tweet Time!
• Tweet – Please protect Medicaid, vote no on the 

GC proposal @ThisIsMedicaid

• U.S. Senate
• @lisamurkowski – Alaska

• U.S. House of Representatives 
• @RepJasonLewis – Minnesota 2nd CD
• @RepErikPaulsen – Minnesota 3rd CD
• @RepTomEmmer – Minnesota 6th CD 

• Tweet - THANK YOU for protecting Medicaid! 
@SenatorCollins – Maine 
@SenJohnMcCain - Arizona
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Sign up for emails: 

www.thisismedicaid.org

Twitter: @ThisIsMedicaid

Facebook.com/ThisIsMedicaid

ThisIsMedicaid@gmail.com

http://www.thisismedicaid.org/
http://www.thisismedicaid.org/
mailto:ThisIsMedicaid@gmail.com

